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(i) said cellulose Viacetate compound has carboxyl groups wherein at 
least part of the carboxyl groups are free carboxyl groups; 

(ii) said cellulose triacetate compound contains at least one member 
selected from the group consisting of an acid having an acid dissociation 
exponent pKa of 1.93 to 4.50 i A water, an alkali metal salt of said acid, and an 
alkaline earth metal salt of said aWi; and 

(iii) said cellulose triacetateVompound contains an alkali metal or an 
alkaline earth metal, wherein the ttotal content of the alkali metal and the 
alkaline earth metal in 1 gram of the cellulose triacetate is 5.5 x 10~ 6 equivalent 
or less in terms of ion equivalent, 

wherein said cellulose triacetate compound is soluble in an organic 
solvent. 





\ 2. (four times amended^ A cellulose triacetate compound according to 
^ Claim 1 having at least feature (iii), wherein the total content of the alkali metal 
, / and the alkaline earth metal in l\ram of the cellulose triacetate is 2.5 x 10" 6 
\ equivalent or less in terms of ion equiWent. 

3. (four times amended) A cellulose triacetate compound according to 
Claim 2, wherein the total content of the\alkali metal and the alkaline earth 
metal in 1 gram of the cellulose acetate is 1 x^lO -6 equivalent or less in terms of 
ion equivalent. 

4. (four times amended) A cellulose triacetate compound according to 
Claim 1 having at least feature (ii), wherein the acid^as a pKa value of 2.0 to 
4.4. 
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5. (four times Vmended) A cellulose triacetate compound according to 
Claim 1 having at leasMeature (ii), wherein the acid of feature (ii) is at least one 
organic acid selected frota the group consisting of an aliphatic monocarboxylic 
acid, an aliphatic polycarboxylic acid, a hydroxycarboxylic acid, and an amino 
acid. \ 

6. (four times amended) A cellulose triacetate compound according to 
Claim 5, wherein the acid of feature (ii) is at least one organic acid selected from 
the group consisting of a saturated or unsaturated Ci-3 monocarboxylic acid, a 
saturated or unsaturated C2-4 diWboxylic acid, a C1-6 hydroxycarboxylic acid, 
and an amino acid. \ 

7. (four times amended) A cellulose triacetate compound according to 
Claim 6, wherein the acid of feature (ii)\s at least one member selected from the 
group consisting of formic acid, haloacetxc acid, halopropionic acid, acrylic acid, 
malonic acid, succinic acid, glutaric acid, mmaric acid, glycolic acid, lactic acid, 
malic acid, tartaric acid, and citric acid. \ 

8. (four times amended) A cellulose triacetate compound according to 
Claim 1 having at least feature (ii), wherein the total content of the acid of feature 
(ii), the alkali metal salt of the acid, and the alkaline earth metal salt of the acid 
is 1 x 10" 9 to 3 x 10' 5 mole relative to 1 gram of theWllulose triacetate. 



9. (four times amended) A cellulose triacetate compound according to 
Claim 8, wherein the total content of the acid of feature (ii), the alkali metal salt 
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of the acid, and the alkaline earth metal salt of the acid is 1 x 10" 8 to 2 x 10" 5 
mole relative to 1 gram of \he cellulose triacetate. 

10. (four times amended) A cellulose triacetate compound according to 
Claim 9, wherein the total content of the acid of feature (ii), the alkali metal salt 
of the acid, and the alkaline earth metal salt of the acid is 1 x 10~ 7 to 1 x 10~ 5 
mole relative to 1 gram of the cellulose triacetate. 

1. (ffiric^^ffl^nded)_Acellulos triacetate composition comprising the 
cellulose triacetate compound of ClamTTin-4^ of a slurry, wherein the 

slurry has a pH of 4.5 to 5.5. 



^ 12. (four Hme5^afH€ndgd]L_A^ triacetate composition according to 

/ ^Claim 11, wherein the slurry has a pH of 4. 
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\ 137|tKiiCe--af¥^^ compound according to Claim 

Xly wherein the average degree of acetylation is from 58 to 



ended) A cellulose triacetate compound according to Claim 
herein the cellulose asaTT^w-niaterial is at least one member selected from 
the group consisting of a wood pulp and a lintel 



cellulose triacetate compound according to 
Claim 15, wherein the cellulose^aS^TTaw^material is at least one member selected 
from the group consisting of a hardwood pulp and a softwoUt 
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17. (four times amended) A method of producing a cellulose triacetate 
compound claimed m Claim 1, which comprises: 

(i) mixing a celnsdose triacetate, and an acid having an acid dissociation 
exponent pKa of 1.93 to\.50 in water or the metal salt thereof, to give a slurry 
pH of 4.5 to 6.0; 

(ii) treating a cellulose triacetate with said acid or said metal salt thereof to 
give a slurry pH of 4.5 to 6.0; or 

(iii) adding an alkali metal salt of said acid or an alkaline earth metal salt 
of said acid to a cellulose triacetate ^such that the total content of said alkali 
metal and said alkaline earth metal in iSgram of the cellulose triacetate is 5.5 x 
10" 6 equivalent or less in terms of i on equivalent, to give a slurry pH of 4.5 to 6.0. 

\ >18. (twice amended) A dop^vcontaining the cellulose triacetate compound 
according to Claim 1 and an organic solvent. 

S^^20. (thrice amended) A^ha^thod for improving the releasability of a film 
from a support which comprises ca&^ng a dope of Claim 18 on the support. 




to Claim 17, which co 



> 22. (twit 



mended) A method of producing a cellulose triacetate according 
ises treating a cellulose with acetic acid, acetylating 
with a reactant consisting essentially of acetic anhydride in the presence of a 
sulfuric acid catalyst to produce a celliltese triacetate, and hydrolyzing or aging 
the cellulose triacetate using sulfuric acid as a c&t^lyst. 
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Add new claims 23: 




'^JO^ \23. (nevfT^^^ Claim 18, wherein said organic solvent 

^^oi^prises a halogenated hydrocarbon. 




Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the amended claims. 
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